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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear Fellow Alumni,

As | reflect on my service as president of the University at Albany Alumni
Association during the past year, I'm proud of the steadfast progress,
contributions and positive impacts our work has had on students, faculty,
staff, alumni and the University community-at-large. We remain focused on
our strategic imperatives, dedicated to our passion of service, and committed
to working closely in partnership with the University to ensure our efforts
support its goals and objectives as we unleash greatness in all that we do.

Our core is founded on the association’s commitment to diversity, equity,
inclusion and belonging (DEIB). By ensuring DEIB is part of our DNA, we
continue to build a sense of community that supports our great university.
For the second time during my presidency, the Alumni Association has

been recognized with top honors by SUNYCUAD for Excellence in Diversity
Programming, demonstrating that we are authentically integrating this
important work into our day-to-day operations. Awards aside, | know that our
DEIB Committee continues to find new and innovative ways to help us lead
the way in our commitment to advancing DEIB efforts every day.

For 2023-2024, the Alumni Association continued operation of our full slate
of in-person programming while maintaining a wide variety of virtual options
as well. Virtual programming has proved to be an opportunity to connect with
fellow alumni worldwide. We will continue to invest in in-person and virtual
opportunities that provide rich content and capabilities for our alumni to
engage with their alma mater.

In our mission to ensure alumni are well-rounded contributors to the world,
we continue to support students and alumni in their career endeavors. We
do this through in-person and virtual career panels, webinars, one-on-one
consultations and our career programs — including UCAN, the UAlbany
Career Advisory Network — which has made a tangible, positive impact on
the career paths of thousands of Great Danes. With the support of my fellow
board members and the incredibly talented and hard-working staff, I'm
confident the Alumni Association will continue to provide meaningful and
impactful programming for all Great Danes!

| remain intently focused on serving our Alumni Association throughout the
remainder of my tenure as president and into the future.

Sincerely,

Stefanos Marcopoulos '07, MS '08
President, UAlbany Alumni Association




2023-24 HIGHLIGHTS

Cause for
Celebration

Following 26 years of
service to the Alumni
Association and the
University community,
Melissa Samuels,
director of Alumni
Programs, was named
Collins Citizen of the
University for 2024 at
the annual Excellence
Awards Gala in April.
She retired in June.

e been 140 Purple &
dent Ambassadors

start of the program in

The UAlbany Alumni Association
received the 2024 Alumni Association
Inclusive Excellence Award from Insight
Into Diversity magazine, the leader in
advancing best practices in diversity,
equity and inclusion.

Scan the QR Code for more info.



UALBANY CAREER ADVISORY NETWORK

2023-24 Refresh

To increase alumni-student career connections on the new UAlbany
Career Advisory Network (UCAN) platform hosted by PeopleGrove,
we conducted student marketing campaigns in fall 2023 and spring
2024 semesters and piloted “UCAN Day.”

e 1.6K+ student users (up from 250
in August 2023)

* 1.8K+ alumni career advisors

A kiosk poster on the Academic Podium; a digital screen in the Campus Center.

Marketing Strategy

UCAN ads rotated on 24 digital
SCreens across campus

We collaborated with Office of
Communications and Marketing,
Office of Career and Professional
Development and other campus
partners on social media posts

We sent a series of direct emails
through the UCAN platform to all
current students

Student leaders created a UCAN
video/reel on the @UAlbany
institutional Instagram account

UCAN was featured in departmental
enewsletters including Family
Focus Newsletter (Student Affairs);
Rockefeller College; UAlbany GO;
Today at UAlbany (fac/staff and
students)

A UCAN success story was featured
in Today at UAlbany enewsletter

Scan the QR code to read the UCAN
success story featured in Today at
UAlbany.



UALBANY CAREER ADVISORY NETWORK

Instagram Reels

Fall 2023 (left):
27.7K+ plays

60+ shares

15K+ accounts reached

Spring 2024 (right):
6.2K+ plays

20+ shares

3K+ accounts reached
*Engagement increases
over time

Check out the reels by
scanning the QR code on the
facing page.

Print/Face-to-Face




EVENTS

In 2023-24, the Alumni Association conducted over 100 events
with over 10,000 attendees, including:

1.2K+ alumni and friends who
connected with fellow Great Danes

at regional events including alumni
receptions in California, Florida, Puerto
Rico, China and South Korea

1.7K+ alumni and students who
participated in 20+ career-focused
events

1.2K+ partipants who signed on to one
of five live career webinars hosted by
alumni experts

600+ reunion attendees

400+ alumni and friends who celebrated
the return of the Ferocious Feast in the
newly renovated P.E. Gym

Graduates of the Last
Decade attended 10 professional
networking, community service
and social events.

Freshmen Welcome Project

GOLD alumni volunteers sent
emails to first year students,
offering to serve as a valuable resource
throughout the students’ UAlbany
experience.

Looking Forward

The GOLD Committee formed a focus
group to plan a marketing strategy and
events that aim to increase student
awareness and engage graduating
seniors before they become alumni.



ADMISSIONS AMBASSADORS

Alumni represented UAlbany at Admitted Student Receptions,
College Fairs and Open Houses

alumni admissions ambassadors

volunteered to send
congratulatory postcards to
prospective students admitted through
the University’s Early Action Program. This
meaningful opportunity for alumni helped
to contribute to the one of the largest
incoming freshman classes in fall 2024.

Janel Strachan, CSM
Audio Investment/Scrum Master

Excited to participate in UAlbany’s “Postcards from Alumni”
project for the 5th consecutive year! As an alum, I'm always
happy to connect with newly accepted high school seniors.

It's a fantastic opportunity to welcome them to the UAlbany
family and help them make an informed decision about their
college journey.

#UAlbanyAlumni #GreatDayToBeAGreatDane

Posted on LinkedIn

“I' had the privilege of speaking

at a UAlbany Accepted Student
Reception. It reminded me that |

was in the same shoes as these high
school students a little over 10 years
ago and all | knew was that | wanted
to major in Political Science. UAlbany
opens so many doors for students!”

“It was without a doubt a full circle moment

as | was able to briefly share my UAlbany
experience with prospective students, and how
my time at the University has molded me into Jessica Levine 17, MA '19
the alumnus and professional that | am today!”

Jorge Chacon '19, College Fair Volunteer



AFFINITY GROUPS

of Homecoming registrants self-identified as part of an affinity group.
In addition to affinity programming during Homecoming, we provided
financial and/or staff support for affinity groups and programs
throughout the fiscal year, including:

Field Hockey University Art Museum
Albany Business Leaders English Department
Emerging (ABLE) School of Social Welfare
Men'’s Soccer Women’s Basketbal
MFA Thesis Exhibition Gathering Men’s Basketball
Performing Arts Center Football

CEHC WCDB/WSUA

EOP

“I had an incredible time at

the WCDB reunion. [It was] so great
to reconnect with old DJ

friends, and make new
connections with other

awesome radio station

alumni as well. | can’t wait

for the 50th-year reunion!”

Austin P, Class of 2010

Honoring UAlbany
Veterans

Over 4,300 veterans are included
on the UAlbany Veterans Wall of
Honor and listed in the Alumni
Association’s online archive,
including 3,979 alumni and 373
faculty/staff. Scan the QR code
to explore the Veterans Archive.



MOST VALUABLE NETWORK

From: John Knight

Date: November 9, 2023

To: “Serravillo Jr, Lee” <lserravillo@albany.edu>
Subject: Football Saturday

Thanks again for helping with the suite tickets.
We had fun, and as per the attached photos Jack might

have had just as much fun playing with some new found
friends!

Seen on Instagram

@buildingladiesup

LSAT Test Prep Fall 2023

Thank you to pre-law advisors for
connecting us to these resources
available on our campus.

If you are interested in taking the
LSAT, GMAT or GRE, learn more at
www.alumni.albany.edu/testprep.

Just a click (or tap) away

In 2023-24, we saw continued growth in
our alumni and students’ network through
35K+ engagements among our 40K
social media followers and 44K online
community members.




MOST VALUABLE NETWORK

New Board Members

Jimloli’73

James “Jim” loli holds a bachelor’s degree from UAlbany and a
Doctor of Podiatric Medicine (D.P.M.) from the Ohio College of
Podiatric Medicine (now the Kent State University College of
Podiatric Medicine). Recently retired, Dr. loli served as Chief of
Podiatry in the Department of Orthopedics at the Brigham and
Women'’s Hospital in Boston. He was assistant professor of
Orthopedics at Harvard Medical School. James completed the
Brigham Leadership Program at the Harvard Business School
of Executive Education. He has written academic articles and
book chapters about foot and ankle pathology. James and his
wife, Debbie, a UAlbany Class of 1974 graduate, established a
student scholarship in 2010.

Gene Fennell '81

Eugene “Gene” Fennell graduated in 1981 from UAlbany

and began his career in education at Holy Trinity Diocesan
High School where he served as an English teacher, dean of
students and principal. He also served as a coach and club
moderator. During this time, he earned his master’s degree

in special education from Adelphi University and became
licensed in school administration and supervision in New York
State. After 34 years at Holy Trinity, Gene was named principal
of Saint Anne’s School in Garden City, N.Y., where he served
for four years before finishing his career as special assistant
to the pastor. Gene currently resides in Kings Park, N.Y., with
his wife, Anne, and is an active member of several community
organizations.

Thank you, Joe!

In April, the Board of Directors
thanked Joe Garba '02, MPA ’05, for
nearly two decades of service. During
his tenure, Joe served as president
2015-2017 and was on the Executive

Committee.




MOST VALUABLE NETWORK

Philanthropy

The number of unique donors to UAlbany increased by 3% (7,409 in 2023-

24 vs. 7,226 in 2022-23).

The Alumni Association supported UAlbany Fund in the award-winning

giving initiatives 1844 Challenge and March Matchness.

Student

Scholarships

Applicants
Finalists

Recipients

More than $10K was awarded to eight student scholars for the 2023-24
academic year. Scholarship recipients were honored at a reception in September.

Financials

ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents
Accounts receivable
Investments, at fair value
Prepaid expenses

Property and equipment, net
Total assets

LIABILITIES AND ASSETS

Liabilities

Accounts payable & accrued expenses
Deferred income

Due to class groups and others

Total liabilities

Net Assets

Without donor restrictions
Designated by governing board for
arts & culture

Designated by governing board for
chapter activities
Designated by governing board for
endowments

Undesignated

Total without donor restrictions
With donor restrictions

Total net assets

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

2023

$34,958
3,935
2,624,657
5,772
28,035
$2,827,681

$122,409
11,661
170,634
$304,704

$144,643
32,761

870,378
1,320,716
2,368,498
154,479
32,522,977

$2,827,681

2022

$141,106
1,025
2,906,551
43194
35,878
$2,845,860

$120,638
131,657
169,202
$421,497

3143758
41,169

870,378
1,226,933
2,282,238
142,125
32,424,363

$2,845,860



MOST VALUABLE NETWORK

Loida and Stephen -

| am very pleased to report about both

of our events this fall that so generously
received funding through the Grandma
Moses Fund. “Rising Tide” took place on
Sept. 24 for a public audience and on
Sept. 25 for several hundred area high
schools while “The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari’
was screened on Nov. 12 and 13 in both

a public showing and a matinee for local
students. We are deeply indebted to the
Alumni Association and the Grandma Moses Fund for the funding support of these
two programs as well as your continued support and confidence in our programming
over the years. Please accept my most sincere thanks.

4

Kim Engel
Associate Director, UAlbany Performing Arts Center

Stefanos,

| want to let you know how much | enjoyed participating in the 2023
Homecoming and Class of 1973 Reunion. It was great seeing folks again and
seeing how much the University has changed.

| also want to tell you how much | was positively impressed with the way | was
treated by the alumni office staff. It was truly apparent that they worked hard to
make the weekend a success.

| especially want to recognize Loida R. Vera Cruz for being so welcoming and
attentive to my needs and the needs of all of the alumni who participated in

the reunion. She showed diligence, professionalism and great attention to
detail. The fact that she could remember my name after meeting only once was
appreciated.

| must also recognize the volunteers from the Class of 1973 for their hard work
in putting together this wonderful reunion.

Finally, It was a pleasure meeting you and | wish much success in your continued
work with university alumni affairs.

Sincerely,
Peter R. Paluzzi



MOST VALUABLE NETWORK

Dear Carmelina:

Thank you for a wonderful Homecoming celebration! We had a group of 13 in town
to enjoy the football game and tailgate together, and we all had a great time despite
the soggy weather. The hats were such a fantastic giveaway item, and everyone
enjoyed the tailgate lunch. The DJ and the photo booth/trailer were both fantastic,
too! Our daughter (Sophie, class of 2026) is in the marching band and we loved
seeing the band up close during the tailgate.

| work at Binghamton University and | have some idea about the tremendous effort
involved at putting on such a large event. Kudos to you and your team!

Warm regards,
Rachel Coker










2023-24 Board of Directors

Officers

Stefanos Marcopoulos '07,’08
President

Joe Bonilla '11 Lisa Fund '05
Vice President Secretary

Carol Perrin '84,'85 Jill Delaney '96
Treasurer Immediate Past President

Members at Large

Zainub Amir "17 Nic Rangel, Esq., '06, '11
Adam Block '02 John Reavis Il '89
Monica Britton-West '91 Sara S. Richburg '98
Adriel Colén-Casiano 10 William Robelee '64, '66, '78, 87,89
Matthew Curran 13, 14, 16 Tabia Robinson '16
Adriel Douglas, Esq., 08, 10 Dr. Havidén Rodriguez,
James Fowler '09 University President
Joseph N. Garba '02, '05 Fardin Sanai,

VP for University Development

Julie Gondar, Esq., 11
Premal Shah '71,’72

Jessica Gunsch '06

John Jenkins 91 Stephen Soucy 91
Jonathan P. Jones 05, '06 Benjamin Spear 10, 12

Bryan Kane '08 Deborah M. Stewgrt ‘99

John Knight 09 Lauren A. Valentine '10

Gina Valentino '14
George P. Warnock '79

Jennifer Manner ‘86
Kimberleigh A. Phelan '89, '15
Meghan K. Popcun 13, '14

Your most valuable network | www.alumni.albany.edu



